
IN THE BEGINNING…PARK(ING) DAY, 2005
PARK(ing) day is a annual global event where community members collaborate to temporarily 

transform metered parking spaces into “PARK(ing)” spaces: temporary public places. the 

project began in 2005 when rebar, a San Francisco art and design studio, converted a single 

metered parking space into a temporary public park in downtown san francisco. since 2005, 

PARK(ing) day has evolved into a global movement, with organizations and individuals creating 

new forms of temporary public space in urban contexts around the world.

http://parkingday.org/

PARK(ing) Day has since been adapted to address a variety of social issues in diverse urban contexts around the world 

and continues to expand well beyond the basic “tree-bench-sod” park typology first modeled by Rebar. In recent years, 

participants have built free health clinics, planted temporary urban farms, produced ecology demonstrations, held 

political seminars, built art installations, opened free bike repair shops and even held a wedding ceremony! Even the 

metered parking space footprint  has been redefined by many for multiple and full parking lot installations.

http://parkingday.org/
http://parkingday.org/
http://parkingday.org/archive/
http://parkingday.org/archive/
http://parkingday.org/
http://my.parkingday.org/
http://my.parkingday.org/


The First Park(ing) Day

San Francisco 2005

Park(ing) Day

San Francisco 2014



Philadelphia has staged 7 PARK(ing) Days. In 2011, 

over 30 non-profit institutions, community 

development organizations, academic institutions, 

and private companies created temporary parks for 

Park(ing) Day. Parks were created in Center City as 

well as in Manayunk, Southwest Philadelphia, Mount 

Airy, Northern Liberties, and University City. 

www.parkingdayphila.org

http://www.parkingdayphila.org/
http://www.parkingdayphila.org/


http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/seattleparkingday_plan.htm

PARK(ing) Day: Planning Your Park

Guidelines

To get started planning your park, check out 

our PARK(ing) Day Guidelines. This document 

lays out the application process and 

requirements for the event. Use it as a 

resource for all things PARK(ing) Day. 

Application

This year we have a new PARK(ing) Day 

Application, which is an easy-to-use fillable PDF 

form. The application will help us get all the 

information we need from you, including a 

simple site plan. You can feel free to draw your 

site plan by hand or with the computer. 

http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/seattleparkingday_plan.htm
http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/docs/Parking Day Guidelines(2014).pdf
http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/docs/PARK(ing) 2014 Application.pdf


A PARK(ing) Day  program may already be organized in a major city in your region:

Albany

Anchorage

Baltimore

Boston

Cincinnati 

Dallas

Denver

Nashville

New York City 

San Jose

Metuchen

four cities in Puerto Rico

Even Adelaide, Australia and Dnepropetrovsk, Ukraine!!

And in New Jersey:

Highland Park, Metuchen, Morristown and …

The City  of New Brunswick

http://my.parkingday.org/
http://my.parkingday.org/
http://my.parkingday.org/xn/detail/2757420:Video:124755?xg_source=activity


The original concept was 

well thought out, but the 

police didn’t like the location 

and made us relocate away 

from the intersection.

( some cities will only allow 

midblock installations).

This move resulted in the 

loss of our original site 

sponsor.  

PARK(ing) Day  New Brunswick , 2012    



New Jersey Student Chapter

American Society of Landscape 

Architects Rutgers University
Green since 1899

Walk Bloustein, Bike Bloustein

Bloustein School of Planning and 

Public Policy

Rutgers University
Supporting Sponsors:

American Society of Landscape 

Architects, New Jersey Chapter

www.njasla.org

Barton Nurseries

949 New Durham Road

Edison, NJ 08817, 732-287-5222

www.BartonMurseries.com

Field Turf

Wyckoff, NJ, 201-776-7767

www.fieldturf.com

Chatham Landscape Contractors & 

Nursery

1730 US Highway 22

Bound Brook, NJ 08805, 855.525.2477

www.chathamlandscape.com

Monrovia Nurseries

"Distinctively Better Plants"  

www.monrovia.com

Email: customercare@monrovia.com

Ironsmith

www.ironsmith.cc

The Heldrich Hotel
www.theheldrich.com

PARK(ing) Day

New Brunswick , 

2012    

http://www.njasla.org/
http://www.bartonmurseries.com/
http://www.fieldturf.com/
http://www.chathamlandscape.com/
http://www.monrovia.com/
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The Certificate Of Insurance

An Absolute Must
Courtesy of ASLA



The “Road Closing Permit

The 2nd “Absolute Must”



SO 2012 WAS A LITTLE ROCKY , BUT WE HAD FUN 

(MOST OF THE TIME) 



PARK(ing) Day

New Brunswick , 2013

The “Sea Change” Year    

Our City Planner “got religion” and fought Police objections to

a new location in the City’s Civic Center!  







PARK(ing) Day

New Brunswick , 2014

We “Raise the Bar”     













NEW FEATURES OF PARK(ING) DAY

NEW BRUNSWICK 2014



PARK(ing) Day New Brunswick 2015?

“WEAVING MORE GREEN THREADS INTO THE 

URBAN FABRIC” 

Giant Jenga?

Multiple Locations?

The “Low Boy” Mobile Parklet?

Good Morning , America @ 30 ROCK? 

Collaboration with City for Permanent Parklets?

Encourage PD in other Cities? 

Thank you

nick.tufaro@co.middlesex.nj.us




