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Tom Petri represents Wisconsin's 6th Congressional District and is serving his 18th term in the 
U.S. House of Representatives. First elected in April 1979, Petri has been returned to office every 
two years since. He is a current member of both the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
and the Committee on Education and the Workforce (formerly Education and Labor). Petri is the 
Chairman of the Subcommittee on Highways and Transit of the Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee, which has jurisdiction over all national surface transportation policy, construction and 
improvement of highway and transit facilities, implementation of safety and research programs, 
and regulation of commercial motor vehicle operations.  
 
Congressman Petri has stated that “our nation's infrastructure (roads, bridges, airports, rail, 
water) is the backbone of our economy -- and it is deteriorating at an alarming rate. Without a 
first-class, multi-modal transportation network, our economy will suffer and our global 
competitiveness will be threatened. Our level of investment has fallen to dangerously low levels 
when compared to the need to do vital maintenance and new projects to meet today's problems.” 
 
Congressman Petri has also been a long-time supporter of active transportation programs, 
including the Transportation Enhancements (currently Transportation Alternatives Program), Safe 
Routes to School, and particularly the Recreational Trails Program. During recent congressional 
consideration of MAP-21, Congressman Petri vigorously fought his Republican colleagues on the 
T&I Committee to save active transportation programs. Petri may be credited for single-handedly 
saving the Recreational Trails Program (RTP) program in the final surface transportation law.  
 
Throughout his career, Rep. Petri has been a strong supporter of legislation to protect the 
environment and encourage conservation practices. He opposed efforts to drill for oil and natural 
gas in national monuments and in the Great Lakes. He also opposes drilling for oil in the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR). Furthermore, Rep. Petri has cosponsored many bills that would 
provide sensible environmental protection, promote the cleanup of contaminated lands, enable 
small communities to comply with federal environmental requirements, and provide for better 
research and response into environmental problems.  Rep. Petri has taken the lead on a number 
of environmental issues, including opposition to environmentally damaging Auburn Dam that 
would have destroyed a canyon along the American River in California. He is happy to say that, 
with the help of some of his friends, Congress was successful in finally stopping the Auburn Dam 
after a ten year battle. He also has consistently voted to maintain the roadless rule in the Tongass 
National Forest in order to preserve one of the last remaining pristine forests in America. He is 
also the author of legislation to establish the Fox-Wisconsin Heritage Parkway National Heritage 
Area.  
 
Congressman Petri is also a strong advocate on behalf of small businesses. Over many years, he 
has repeatedly been named a "Guardian of Small Business" by the National Federation of 
Independent Business. 
 
Prior to becoming a member of Congress, Congressman Petri worked in the White House as 
Director of Crime Studies for President Nixon's Advisory Council on Executive Reorganization 
(also known as the "Ash Council"), was Executive Director of the Ripon Society, and served in 
Somalia first with the Peace Corps and then with the United States Agency for International 
Development.  He earned degrees from Harvard College and Harvard Law School. 
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