
American Society of Landscape Architects

President Wendy Miller, FASLA 2020 
National Update



American Society of Landscape Architects
MISSION
Landscape architects lead the planning, design, and stewardship of healthy, equitable, safe, and resilient 
environments. The Society’s mission is to advance landscape architecture through advocacy, 
communication, education, and fellowship.

VISION
Healthy, beautiful, and resilient places for all.

VALUES CULTURE
Excellence Collaborative
Integrity Inclusive
Diversity Member-Focused
Leadership Accountable
Stewardship Volunteer-Supported



Membership Dues Recommendation

1. Set dues for Student, Student Affiliate, and International Students 

at $0.

2. Defer recommendation for all other categories until July. 

3. Set criteria for the Waiver of Dues



Membership Dues Recommendation: Students

 Students: Current student membership - 1,300 and 1,600 students

 Potential student members: 3,000-5,000

 Developing programming specific to students, including mentoring program

 Working to cultivate student members to become associate members



Membership Dues Recommendation: Deferral of 
Recommendation

• Committee consensus not to raise dues and to defer process to at 

least July

• Committees felt this is the earliest time frame and could be deferred 

further if conditions do not change



Membership Dues Recommendation: Waiver of Dues 
Criteria

1. Hardship shall include unemployment.  An individual is eligible for 

a dues waiver because of unemployment for a total of two years in 

their lifetime.  A member may buy back this benefit by paying past 

dues.

2. Waivers are granted in six-month increments and renewable. 

3. Process: Written request to national HQ detailing circumstances 

for waiver plus written support from chapter president.



COVID-19:  Resources for Landscape Architects

Presenter
Presentation Notes
COVID-19 Update: ASLA has compiled on asla.org an extensive list of resources for members to use during the COVID-19 pandemic. The site includes business resources, professional development opportunities, tools for students and educators, community tools, and government resources. 

The site will be continually updated as current news and resources become available.  A COVID-19 Updates email will be sent weekly until the pandemic passes. 
	



Landscape Architects’ Contracts 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Standard Form Contracts: This week, ASLA released the 2020 ASLA Standard Form Contract for Professional Services between Landscape Architect and Client, which focuses on how the COVID-19 pandemic may be affecting current projects for landscape architects working under existing contracts with clients. 

Contracts written before the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic probably did not contemplate the present circumstances and uncertainties. Although delays occur on many projects, the present pandemic is affecting nearly every project to one degree or another.
 
Construction Contracts: Also, this week, the ASLA Professional Practice Committee created The Landscape Architect’s Guidelines for Construction Contract Administration with the intent of providing information, knowledge, and guidance to a sometimes unfamiliar and misunderstood facet of the profession. The document serves as a reference to assist landscape architects in the construction contract administration of landscape architecture construction projects. 

Once the committee composed the main body of text, ASLA brought in legal counsel experienced in the design disciplines to work closely with the contributors in order to further refine, edit, and ensure that the document was appropriate for distribution to the Society.






#WLAM2020

Presenter
Presentation Notes

WLAM: Even in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, World Landscape Architecture Month 2020 and the Life Grows Here campaign have been met with incredible enthusiasm and engagement from around the globe. 

Already on social media, #WLAM2020 and #LifeGrowsHere have generated over 1,000 posts have reached over 3 million people. A weekly email update on all things WLAM related, This Week in WLAM, reminds members of how to safely participate, actions they can take, and upcoming news and events. Google Search ads are among the highest performing since the launch. 




BOT Pre-Spring Meeting Webinar
April 2020

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ASLA Annual Conference on Landscape Architecture: Currently, ASLA is moving forward with planning for the Conference on Landscape Architecture in Miami in October 2020. The Meetings Department is closely monitoring COVID-19 and working with convention industry experts on best practices and other tools and resources to help navigate through this crisis. ASLA is planning for the soft launch on April 28 and the Early Bird registration will launch May 5. 
 
Members of the Board and Chapter Presidents are encouraged to register during the soft launch. 
 
ASLA will provide full refunds should ASLA be forced to cancel the Conference due to COVID-19. 
 
ASLA’s sales team has already signed up 250 exhibitors for the  2020 EXPO in Miami, revenue totaling 81 percent of the budget. 
 
The Conference on Landscape Architecture education session acceptance and decline notifications were sent to all submitters. Of the over 350 presentations submitted, 103 education, 16 field sessions, nine deep dives, and two workshops were selected.

ASLA is preparing Annual Conference Talking Points to help Trustees and Chapter Leaders promote the Conference and answer questions from their members. �




Executive Search Update

 Organizational engagement

 Recruitment and search

 Selection and transition

BOT Pre-Spring Meeting Webinar
April  2020

Presenter
Presentation Notes

 
CEO Search: The search for ASLA’s next CEO continues. The ASLA Search Committee is working with Higher Talent, ASLA’s search firm, to achieve a more diverse pool of candidates.  The Search Committee will begin reviewing and scoring candidates’ resumes and background packets at the end of April. 




Legal Update

BOT Pre-Spring Meeting Webinar
April  2020

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Legal Update: 

DePass v. ASLA - ASLA’s insurance company and its lawyers continue to oversee the lawsuit in DePass v. ASLA. 

ASLA was officially served via the insurance lawyers. The insurance lawyers responded with a motion to dismiss on the basis that the SOL had tolled on many of the issues in the complaint and/or that it failed to state a claim for which relief could be provided.  The DePass attorney will have an opportunity to respond to the motion to dismiss.  The judge will then make a determination on whether to dismiss the claim or to move forward with the claim. No word on a response from the DePass attorneys.

The attorneys are scheduled to meet at DC Superior Court in late June for a “scheduling conference,” where the judge will set a date to hear the case, in the event the decision is made to move forward. 

Somerville v. ASLA: 
- Just yesterday, we learned that Nancy Somerville filed suit against ASLA on April 20 in the D.C. Superior Court. (This is D.C.’s equivalent to a state trial court.) 
- The suit alleges breach of contract and breach of “implied duty of good faith and fair dealing.” 
- Once the suit is “served” (officially delivered to ASLA as described above) ASLA will have 21 calendar days to respond
- This case is insured by CNA. 
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