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Re:  Robert S. Harris 
 
I take great pleasure in submitting this nomination of Professor Robert Harris, 
Director, Landscape Architecture Studies, USC School of Architecture, for 
Honorary Membership in the American Society of Landscape Architects. 
 
Accompanying this nomination narrative are letters of support from colleagues in 
academia and in the profession, all of which attest to Professor Harris’ 
achievements of national and international significance benefitting the profession 
of landscape architecture. 
 
Bob Harris is a distinguished architect, educator and advocate for the public 
realm. He has served as Professor and Dean of the School of Architecture and 
Allied Arts, University of Oregon; and Dean of the School of Architecture, 
University of Southern California.   
 
He has been recognized by the Council of Educators in Landscape Architecture 
(CELA) as recipient of the 2011 Outstanding Educator Award, by the Association 
of Collegiate Schools of Architecture (ACSA) with its Distinguished Professor 
Award, and by an array of other professional, academic and civic organizations 
with numerous other accolades for teaching and research.  His public service 
includes authorship of important strategic plans, design and urban infrastructure 
studies, leadership on National Endowment of the Arts national panels, regional, 
statewide and municipal boards and commissions, and chairmanship of 
numerous  urban design and planning juries.  
 
In all of these endeavors, he has been a passionate, articulate and persistent 
advocate for the critical and central role of the profession of landscape 
architecture in improving the urban condition, linking and engaging landscape 
architecture with allied arts and sciences including architecture, urban design, 
planning, geography, ecology and public policy studies into a unified intellectual, 
creative and ethical enterprise.  



 
Since 2006, Professor Harris has served as Director of USC’s Landscape 
Architecture Studies Program. His patiently unfolding and visionary initiatives 
over many years within the School of Architecture, the University, and the field 
and profession of landscape architecture in southern California and beyond have 
resulted in a thriving landscape architecture studies program at USC, moving 
from modest beginnings to successful accreditation. In the words of Dean 
Qingyun Ma, “His vision for creating a world-class landscape program uniquely 
tied to issues and potentials of both the Pacific-Rim region and the City of Los 
Angeles will continue to directly inform the curriculum of this program for years to 
come.” 
 
His significant achievements noted above are a matter of public record, but much 
of importance is based on the personal observations of his students, 
collaborators and colleagues, a sampling of which is articulated in the letters of 
support accompanying this nomination.   
 
Bob Harris is a tireless, nurturing and compassionate mentor to a growing 
number of students, many with international backgrounds, in whom he has 
inspired with to see that “everything is connected”.   He has brought together a 
diverse and disparate group of professionals, community leaders and public 
policy makers, providing common ground at USC for a sustaining and mutually 
supporting community within and surrounding the discipline of landscape 
architecture. Among his many initiatives on behalf of the profession is his current 
service as Chair of the Host Committee of the 2011 CELA Conference to be held 
in Los Angeles this spring.  Characteristically, he has invited colleagues at UCLA 
and Cal Poly University to take part as co-hosts of this important gathering in Los 
Angeles. 
 
My colleagues and I believe that Robert Harris’ work toward the creation of this 
community, in and partaking of the unique urban nature and culture of Los 
Angeles, is a significant contribution to our profession nationally and 
internationally, and will be increasingly so into the future. 
 
It is for this notable service to the profession of landscape architecture that I 
make this nomination. 
 
Douglas Campbell ASLA 
Adjunct Professor, School of Architecture 
204 Watt Hall, University of Southern California 
Los Angeles, CA  90089-0921 
(310) 795 8234 
 
 
 
 


















