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The Board of Trustees has an opportunity to correct a long-standing oversight by 
accepting Clare Cooper Marcus as an Honorary ASLA member.  Because Clare 
has been so fundamental and contributed so much to the landscape 
architecture profession, most landscape architects believe that she is already a 
landscape architect and is a member of ASLA.  Neither is true.  We should 
officially welcome Clare as an honorary member of our great profession. 

Clare Cooper Marcus is Professor Emerita in the Departments of Architecture and 
Landscape Architecture at the University of California at Berkeley, where she 
taught from 1969 to 1994. She is the principal of Healing Landscapes, a 
consulting firm that specializes in user-needs analysis related to the 
programming, design and evaluation of outdoor spaces in healthcare settings. 
Her firm’s areas of special interest include healing environments; evidence-
based design; design critiques from a user perspective; design guidelines; and 
post-occupancy evaluation. 

Clare is internationally recognized for her pioneering research on the 
psychological and sociological aspects of architecture, and landscape design – 
particularly urban open space. She has taught, lectured and consulted in the 
United States, Canada, Britain, Scandinavia, Netherlands, Iceland, Italy, Australia, 
New Zealand, and China.  She has authored dozens of influential articles and 
pioneering books, first on co-housing and residential community design, and 
later on healthcare and therapeutic landscape design.  Her books have been 
and continue to be used as textbooks in landscape architecture, architecture, 
and urban planning courses.  Clare was a regular writer for Landscape 
Architecture Magazine, but her writing has also appeared in numerous domestic 
and international academic journals, including a chapter on post-occupancy 
evaluation in Landscape Architectural Graphic Standards. 



Her teaching emphasizes the social implications of open space design; site 
planning for medium-density family housing; post-occupancy evaluation; 
environments for children; public open spaces; the psychological meaning of 
home and garden; and restorative landscapes and healing gardens.  Clare 
received the Outstanding Educator Award from The Council of Educators in 
Landscape Architecture in 1997. 

Clare has been distinguished by numerous awards for her writing, research, and 
teaching over the past thirty years.  The ASLA honored her with two Merit awards, 
one in 1993 for her publication People Place: Design Guidelines for Urban Open 
Space, and one in 1996 for Gardens in Healthcare Facilities: Uses, Therapeutic 
Benefits and Design Recommendations.  She received an Outstanding Educator 
Award from The Council of Educators in Landscape Architecture (CELA) in 1997.  
Her seminal book in therapeutic landscape design, Healing Gardens: 
Therapeutic Benefits and Design Recommendations (co-edited with Marni 
Barnes), won an EDRA/Places Research Award in 2000 and a Publication Award 
from the American Horticultural Therapy Association in 2007.  Clare received the 
ASLA Bradford Williams Medal in 2004 for her series of articles published in 
Landscape Architecture Magazine on the social values of designed landscapes. 

In summary, it could be credibly argued that Clare has contributed more to the 
profession of landscape architecture than most ASLA members.  She has 
influenced a generation of landscape architects through her teaching, lectures, 
and writings, and continues to do so to this day.  I respectfully submit Clare 
Cooper Marcus for Honorary ASLA membership. 
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A profession is largely defined by the contributions of a handful of seminal leaders.  This is especially true in 
landscape architecture now defined by three people who forged paths of inquiry and practice the profession 
now calls its own.  The first is the idea of design invention pioneered by Frederick Law Olmsted, later 
refined by Halprin, Eckbo and Church and now brought center stage by the next generation of practitioners 
including Corner, Smith, Van Valkenburg and Walker.  Because of Olmsted and his offspring, we know that 
designed places through their unique geometries and ecologies must inspire and provide beauty.  The second 
is Ian McHarg who advanced the notion that design must be directly informed by nature.  Ecology is now at 
the center of landscape thought and touches virtually every project and practitioner.  McHarg’s legacy lives 
on in the idea that sustainability must guide every human endeavor.  Tributaries of McHarg’s ideas include 
environmental planning, ecological design and now sustainable sites. 
 
The third and most recent structural leg of landscape architecture’s intellectual stool is the understanding that 
design must also spring from an understanding of people and the cultures they inhabit.  This is the seminal 
contribution of Clare Cooper Marcus, who has brought concepts and research from geography, psychology 
and planning to the center of our discipline.  Because of her seminal work, landscape architects can now 
argue that landscapes are not just nice to have if one can afford them but an essential life enhancing part of 
healthy places and communities.  Her ideas are now firmly embedded in many of the most important and 
celebrated designed landscapes of our time including Millennium Park in Chicago, Bryant Park and the High 
Line in New York City and Crissy Field and Union Square in San Francisco. 
 
In a recent rare interview, Jonathan Ives, the designer of all things Apple, commented that the central idea of 
his design of the iMac and iPhone was “getting design out of the way “.  Reflecting on Clare’s remarkable 
contributions, this too is her legacy.  Landscape design and planning must inform, inspire and be memorable 
but not serve as a barrier to or be above everyday life.  She has served as the social conscience of our 
profession, constantly reminding us in her writings, including many in Landscape Architecture and lectures 
at ASLA meetings, that design must enable human action and create meaning and memory.  Her contribution 
of social factors, like Olmsted’s design and McHarg’s ecology, is now embedded in all that landscape 
architects do. 
 
I am one of a score of landscape architects who has been trained by and whose work has been informed and 
inspired by Clare.  As an undergraduate at UC Berkeley, I was the first to take her social factors course in 
1970.  This course served to define my own life’s work and I have always followed in her footsteps and 
when successful, stood on her shoulders.  So too have many others including Laurie Olin, Walter Hood, Fritz 
Steiner, Randy Hester and Cheryl Barton.  She now stands alongside J.B. Jackson, Kevin Lynch, Lewis 
Mumford and Christopher Alexander as the most influential figures of my generation.  She first brought 
social analysis methods such as post occupancy evaluation to the attention of landscape architects, and they 



 
have since become standard instruments of landscape analysis, design and evaluation.  There is not a day 
when the actions of landscape architect do not employ the Cooper-Marcus method or perspective to their 
place making. 
 
I sat next to Clare at this year’s ASLA Fellows Dinner in Chicago.  I wondered, as I did when she joined my 
table when I was inducted as a Fellow ten years earlier, why this giant of our profession had not been 
honored by ASLA for her extraordinary and far-reaching contributions.  The only explanation I can think of 
is that “she is not a landscape architect”.  While technically true (she is not licensed), since the late 1960s she 
has been at the center of the profession training scores of now leading practitioners, writing seminal books 
on the significance of landscape design, and tirelessly working to bring the consideration of human behavior 
to the center of design expression.  She is the only person in the profession that has appeared on the Oprah 
Winfrey Show discussing the meaning of landscape architecture to Oprah’s millions of viewers.  Her awards 
and honors are too long to list but include the lifetime contribution award from the Environmental Design 
Research Association (EDRA), an award for Exemplary Design Research from the National Endowment for 
the Arts (NEA) and an EDRA/Places Award for place research.  I could go on and on but her stellar record 
speaks for itself. 
 
Based on her seminal contributions to understanding the relationship of design, people and landscape, I offer 
my strongest support for her consideration as an honorary member of ASLA.  I would urge going even 
further, considering her for one the highest honors of the profession such as the Olmsted Medal or The 
Landscape Architecture Medal of Excellence.  I can think of no living person more deserving.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Mark Francis, FASLA 
Professor of Landscape Architecture and Environmental Design 
 














