
   

 

Herrick H. Smith, FASLA 

Nomination for Jot D. Carpenter Teaching Medal 

Five feet tall (more or less), towering among giants of the small order of mid- 
to late-twentieth century landscape architects, Herrick Hayner Smith, 
FASLA stands out as one of the few worthy of selection for the Jot D. Car-
penter Teaching Medal.  Professor Smith, like his peer, Professor Carpen-
ter, is described by former students and colleagues as an honorable, commit-
ted, and energetic educator; one who shaped landscape architecture educa-
tion and landscape architects.  During forty years of teaching and leading, 
generations of students, graduates, and young faculty were taught, mentored, 
and affected by this remarkable teacher.  Since 1958, they have continued to 
change the world, save the planet, and make this place, wherever that may 
be, better.  Looking forward, each generation of landscape architects in Flor-
ida and beyond will be part of Herrick Smith’s gigantic legacy. 
 

In 1956, after a distinguished career in the United States Air Force, Herrick Smith returned to Cornell Univer-
sity to complete the final two years of his undergraduate study.  During the first year after graduation, in pur-
suit of a master’s degree, Herrick’s uncommon talents were first recognized.  He was selected from a distin-
guished list of classmates to be a graduate teaching assistant.  Quickly, younger students responded to 
Herrick’s generous, caring, and thoughtful nature, his mastery of technical subjects, and his skillful 
pedagogy.   Encouraged by his professors and wife Mary, Herrick discovered his calling to academia.   De-
siring to advance development of his technical and teaching abilities, Herrick spent the two following years at 
University of Georgia growing as a teaching assistant while earning his Master of Landscape Architecture.  
Confident and mature, Herrick moved west gaining five years of teaching experience as assistant professor 
at Oklahoma State University and then Kansas State University.  There, in 1961, Herrick became an asso-
ciate member of ASLA; or as he claims on his resume, a “permanent” member. 
 

Arriving in Gainesville in time for the 1966 fall semester, Herrick was among the ranks of the first  
Florida Registered Landscape Architects.  Learning what landscape architecture registration meant to 
Herrick, others, especially faculty, followed Herrick’s early lead, and immediately began pursuit of profes-
sional registration.  Forty-five years later, Herrick’s example still shines, guiding hundreds of University of 
Florida faculty, students, and graduates towards registration and pro-active membership and leadership in 
ASLA.  In 1982, in Honolulu, ASLA awarded special recognition to Herrick for helping to establish six 
landscape architecture programs: Auburn University, University of Arkansas, Mississippi State Uni-
versity, Oklahoma State University, University of Toronto, and North Carolina A&T University.    
 

In 1987, Herrick joined a small team of U.S. landscape architects that included Ted Osmundson and Darwina 
Neal, past presidents of ASLA, for a landscape architecture tour of the Soviet Union, and a “coming to-
gether” of Soviet and U.S. landscape architects.  To this day, it is an unprecedented event in the history 
of landscape architecture.  Three years later, shortly after the death of his friend John Ormsbee Simonds, 
Herrick was able to preserve the “Simonds Papers” in the University of Florida’s Special Collections Li-
brary.   On display, a Simonds exhibit teaches the entire University community about the man and the profes-
sion. 
 

Notable and memorable for many students is their first meeting with Herrick Smith.  Mid-semester freshman 
and sophomores were led to Herrick’s side chair by wise academic advisors in all colleges, departments, and 
programs.  With his Yoda-like manner, Herrick introduced recruits to the values of landscape architec-
ture, to stewardship of the land, environmental ethics, beauty, design, and the wide range of profes-
sional opportunities enjoyed by graduates.  Arriving misplaced and unaware in search of a major, a new 
generation of landscape architects discovered their calling.   
 
Fifteen years after retirement, Herrick still has a strong presence within the profession and in ASLA. In testa-
ment to his lasting legacy, he received a standing ovation from hundreds of former students and colleagues 
when he spoke during the Florida Chapter’s 50 Years of ASLA celebration in 2010. Today, Herrick Smith 
remains the State of Florida’s singularly most respected professor of landscape architecture.  
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Herrick Smith’s students, faculty and colleagues share the  
following recollections of his remarkable teaching career: 
 
Oliver R. Windham, RLA, University of Florida class of 1971 recalls 

his initial introduction to Herrick, “…not sure of my calling, I 
dropped by to observe a jury and was very impressed with Mr. Smith’s 
compassion and insight.  He seemed genuinely interested in the prac-
tice of landscape architecture but more important, he showed true in-
terest in the students.  I switched to landscape architecture the follow-
ing semester and began to feel a true calling.  Since that time, I have 
patterned my professional and academic pursuits on the principles 
garnered during my studies with Mr. Smith.  His concern for the envi-
ronment and respect for the people he works with has been a satisfy-
ing model throughout my forty plus years of practice.  A worthy candi-
date indeed; I can identify only a few that measure up to the standards 
set by the medal requirements.  Mr. Smith is one of a select few that, I 
can say, deserves this award.” 

 
Hilton Meadows, RLA, known for his service to the profession and 

profound understanding of the history of landscape architecture 
in Florida, has known Herrick personally and professionally since 
the mid 1960’s.  “Herrick was a true academician who was devoted to teaching excellence and scholarly learning. 
He was a student's Professor in every sense of the word.” 

 
Michael Sobczak, ASLA, University of Florida class of 1982 and assistant professor 1996-2002, remembers be-

ing in Professor Smith’s 7:30 am sophomore-level History of Landscape Architecture class. “He brought the 
world of landscape architecture to life for me and I know for many others with his caring, infectious interest in design, 
nature and how people have shaped our world and how the world shapes us. As an educator, Herrick has an ap-
proachable gravitas that to this day is my measure of professionalism in academic and office practice. … he would 
probably rank among the shortest persons in stature in any given college classroom or corporate boardroom today. 
But as soon as Herrick starts talking he immediately becomes the tallest person in the room, bar none.  Herrick cap-
tivates students and everyone around him with his kind, contagious excitement for the intellectual life and what great 
things are possible in the world around us. Herrick conveyed to his students and anyone with a genuine interest in 
other people and the world around us, how ultimately our actions can and WILL make the world a better place. It is a 
clear, concise lesson that can last a lifetime, and to me the essence of a great educator.” 

 
William Baker, RLA, FASLA, a popular mentor of many Florida landscape architects says, “Herrick has been su-

premely diligent in advancing the opportunities available for students of Landscape Architecture, and for practitioners 
of the Art.  Since my education was prior to his presence at UF (with Professor Howard Sebold), my personal inter-
action with Herrick has been as a private practitioner, and as an ASLA officer/member.  Herrick has always been 
there for all of us, putting on whatever 'hat' needed to be worn to support efforts needed at the time.  NO ONE could 
be more deserving of this recognition than Herrick Smith!” 

 
Richard Conant, RLA, FASLA, a 38-year veteran of Florida landscape architecture, “… owes his success and love 

of Landscape Architecture to Herrick Smith.  On a campus visit, the Dean of Architecture suggested I visit with the 
Dean of the Landscape Architecture. I, like hundreds of other students, had my first encounter with Herrick Smith. I 

had never met a more dynamic, educated, and passionate 
teacher who loved his field of Landscape Architecture. Herrick 
had a contagious personality and was able to verbalize that 
Landscape Architecture was an art, science, and stewardship 
with history and a great future. Herrick taught us not only the 
skills, but the appreciation and responsibility for the profes-
sion serving as both teacher and mentor to all his students. 
His leadership went beyond education. Herrick served ASLA 
and the profession throughout the years to help strengthen 
our licensure laws and other key issues affecting the practice. 
His ability to articulate our profession to the public was always 
compelling. Herrick exemplifies what a Landscape Architect 
should be. Through his model and personal relationships with 
students and professionals he has deepened and broadened 
our practice and the future of Landscape Architecture.” 
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Michael Pape, RLA, ASLA, savors the “privilege of being at UF for 4 years dur-
ing Herrick's tenure.  In those days, the faculty included only Herrick and three 
other professors, which resulted in him being very involved in teaching, in addition 
to chairing the department.  It's easy for those of us who went though the program 
in those years to feel that we had a unique educational advantage, for Herrick was 
truly a maestro in the classical sense.  While many educators simply provide infor-
mation, and some challenge students to reason, Herrick had the rare quality of 
inspiring students to think.  It was from him that I learned the elusively sim-
ple precept-- shared many times since, when I've had the occasional opportunity to 
teach--  that one must first understand the question before attempting the an-
swer.  Herrick subliminally inspired us to embrace the meaning of the ques-
tions.  During a crit, he might have asked, cryptically, "what do you think someone 
using this site would do if...," causing you to spend the next three days thinking 
about that question, what Herrick really meant by it, and the answer he expected 
from you.  Invariably, at the next crit, the issue on which on you spent so much 
time desperately focused didn't even come up... you didn't know if you nailed it, or 
Herrick just let it go because it really wasn't that important!  If you were one of the 
more sentient landscape architects-to-be, you begin to grasp that Herrick's intent 
really was not that you found a certain answer, but that you simply learned to dis-
cern what the questions were, and considered them thoroughly on your way to an 
answer.  How fortunate are those of us who benefitted from Herrick's masterful 
approach to teaching us how to find the "essence" of our remarkable discipline! 

  
Another unforgettable lesson we learned from Herrick came once during an informal class discussion, when one of 
the more pragmatic students asked Herrick what it "really took to succeed" in the business world of landscape archi-
tecture... we understood that what our classmate really wanted to know was how to make the most money.  Herrick 
answered without even a moment's pause: "Just do good work!"    
  
Herrick is a great landscape architect, a phenomenal man, and a uniquely remarkable educator... no one could de-
serve this honor any more than he does!” 

 
Raymond Jungles, RLA, FASLA, remembers Herrick as “one of life’s greatest influencers. With a profound twinkle in 

the eye, he gave me a thorough introduction to the ‘calling’ of landscape architecture. Although sometimes purpose-
fully vague, his lessons opened the mind, and were always well learned. As a young man, he had faith in me and 
allowed me to transfer into the program with a less than stellar academic record. I often think of him and hope I have 
used the tools he helped me develop to advance ‘the calling.’” 

 
C. Michael Oliver, RLA, FASLA, University of Florida class of 1970, was among Herrick’s first students at UF.  

“He was a tough but insightful professional and teacher.  He brought to the program a needed professional ap-
proach.  Over the years, he instilled in his students (we will always be his students), the skills and abilities and the 
passion for Landscape Architecture that are the testimony of so many Landscape Architects of today.  Herrick repre-
sents the true and pure “educator” for our profession.  At last year’s 50th anniversary of the Florida Chapter’s ASLA 
Annual Conference, Herrick was honored as one of the keynote speakers.  At the end of his speech, he received a 
standing ovation from well over 100 professional Landscape Architects, most of whom were his former students and 
he was pressed at the end for close to a hour of those of us who wanted to shake his hand and thank him.  Herrick is 
a legend in the Florida Chapter and he leaves an outstanding legacy that permeates the inter fiber of the profession 
in Florida and the United States.” 

 
Jack Sanderson, RLA, ASLA Emeritus, worked closely 

beside Herrick at University of Florida.  “Herrick 
Smith understood the standards for program excellence 
and worked diligently over the years with his students, 
faculty, and professionals around the state and nation 
to build a successful and lasting program at the Univer-
sity of Florida. All this is evidenced by the number of UF 
graduates who have gone on to establish their own pri-
vate practices, are holding prominent positions in public 
agencies, and have made major contributions to the 
field of landscape architecture.” 
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Margaret H. Carr, ASLA, Dean of the College of Design, Construction 
and Planning at the University of Florida, remembers Herrick with 
deep appreciation: “Professor Smith served as an important mentor 
for me as a student and a faculty member. He was generous with his 
time, encouraging and wise.  Of all his stellar qualities however, I be-
lieve the most significant is the ethical foundation that underpins his 
beliefs. He taught me about genius loci and the landscape architect's 
ethical obligation to respect it.” 

 
Bret Hammond, RLA, AIA, ASLA, University of Florida class of 1984 

counts Herrick among his dearest friends.   “During my tenure, as 
an officer for the Florida Chapter of ASLA, in the early to late 90's I 
was in frequent contact with Herrick regarding landscape designers 
and professional deregulation, by the Florida Legislature. Herrick's' 
knowledge of past events and histories of the landscape architectural 
profession in Florida were instrumental in my understanding and the 
Chapter's efforts to stave off the political attacks on the Profession. 

 
Herrick has left a lasting impression both personally and professionally. His influence of environmental issues spans 
far further than even he or many know. His respect for the balance between humanity and the environment has been 
instilled in all of the many students passing through the Landscape Architecture Department. Today there are count-
less environmental projects both in and out of Florida that have been and are being influenced by Herrick's 'Quiet 
Passion' by the previous professionals and students he mentored or was involved with in some capacity.” 

 
Chip Sullivan, landscape architect, University of Florida class of 1974 & 1977, enjoys his first memories of Her-

rick Smith, “…hanging up an announcement for an exhibition of landscape paintings by his former student, Harry 
Stowers. I walked by and commented “that’s not landscape architecture.” Herrick was quick to respond that I was 
wrong, that it was most definitely landscape architecture. Pondering Herrick’s nugget of insight changed my life for-
ever as I came to realize that I could practice landscape architecture as an art form.  As a naïve sophomore in Her-
rick’s landscape history course, I remember Herrick inviting us all over to his house for lunch in lieu of our final class. 
I don’t know why this had such a profound effect on me, but to be invited to a professor’s house was an experience 
that I never forgot. Now, as a teacher myself, I am always sure to invite students to my house for lunch every year. 
 
During graduation, my mother and I were standing in line outside the auditorium. Herrick was shaking hands with his 
graduates and meeting their parents. He told my Mom, “They don’t come along like Chip too often.”  Although he 
probably meant that I was the weirdest student he had ever encountered, the tears welled up in her eyes and you 
could just see the pride emanating from her. Herrick’s comment made her day and she retold that treasured story 
many, many times throughout her life.  I have been fortunate to be able to pursue an artistically rich and fulfilling ca-
reer as a landscape architect and educator thanks to the encouragement and inspiration of Herrick Smith.” 

 
Timothy Green, RLA, ASLA, University of Florida Class of 1981 credits Herrick with “inspiring many students of 

Landscape Architecture to become stewards of the profession. He brought out the best in the student as a future 
professional by encouraging life-long learning to gain greater understanding of the built environment and landscape 

at many scales. His challenged me to be my best, and his inspiration has al-
lowed me to enjoy Landscape Architecture as a profession.” 
 
Robert Grist, RLA, FASLA, was Chair of the Landscape Architecture De-
partment at the University of Florida for 7 years after Herrick’s retire-
ment.  “Working with and under Herrick Smith from 1983-1994, enabled me to 
gain a unique insight into the effect Herrick had on a large number of students, 
faculty and practicing members of the profession.  These people bear witness 
through countless anecdotes of the influence Herrick has had on their 
lives.  He was and is a role model with unsurpassed integrity and an incredible 
ability to communicate with people.  His love of Florida and its environment 
command the highest level of respect from anyone who has come into contact 
with him.” 
 
Glenn Acomb, RLA, FASLA, Senior Lecturer in the Department of Land-
scape Architecture at the University of Florida, enthusiastically supports 
Herrick’s nomination: “More than anyone else I know, Herrick has profoundly 
influenced the profession of landscape architecture in Florida and beyond. For 
the 35 years that I have known him, practiced in the State, and (more recently) 
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taught at the University of Florida, I am reminded of 
his profound impact both within and outside of the 
profession. He has touched so many through his 
wisdom in design, practice and environmental stew-
ardship. To untold thousands in Florida, Herrick was 
mentor, friend, educator of many of the State’s prac-
titioners, and key ally in establishing licensure in the 
State. It is hard to think about landscape architecture 
in Florida without associating his name.”  
 
Jeff Caster, RLA, FASLA, never sat in a class 
with Herrick. “When a former student of Herrick’s 
taught me that landscape architects were stewards 
of the land, I wanted to become a landscape archi-
tect.  Outside Florida, early in my studies to become 
a landscape architect, Herrick, hearing that I was far 
away feeling quite alone and disoriented, chose the 
right words, taught the right lesson to reassure and 
restore my confidence and commitment to becoming 

a landscape architect.  Inside Florida, Herrick and many of his former students (they will always be his students) 
continue to teach, influence, shape many careers, including my own.  We are all fortunate to be part of Herrick’s last-
ing legacy.”  

 
EJ Bolduc III, RLA, ASLA, was a child when his father introduced Herrick. “It is hard to imagine anyone else who 

has had a more profound and lasting impression on the careers and lives of so many landscape architects.  From 
the moment you meet him, it is easy to understand why this quiet, unassuming, fatherly professor has the unwaver-
ing love and respect of generation after generation of landscape architects.  Admiration for Herrick Smith is universal 
whether or not you are fortunate enough to have studied under him.  His contributions to the profession, to education 
and to ASLA are too numerous to list.  His lessons were far reaching; he not only taught the nuts and bolts of land-
scape architecture, but interactions with Herrick often led to a better understanding of the ethical, moral, and social 
responsibilities that come with being a landscape architect. Although he formally retired from academia over 15 
years ago, his lessons still resonate for those of us fortunate enough to call Herrick our professor, mentor, and 
friend.  Professor Herrick Smith, FASLA, is truly worthy of the ASLA Jot Carpenter Teaching Medal. He is an inspira-
tion for all of us to be true stewards of the land, the profession, and the world.”  

 
 
As one of Herrick’s students remarked above, “his leadership went beyond education.” Another observed that 
“Herrick had the rare quality of inspiring students to think.” A colleague noted that, “He was and is a role 
model with unsurpassed integrity and an incredible ability to communicate with people.” 
 
Learning what former students and colleagues remember is an illuminating approach for gauging the worthi-
ness of nominees for the honor that bears Jot D. Carpenter’s name.  Professor Carpenter is remembered for 
his commitment and energy as an educator, and for leaving an indelible mark on landscape architecture edu-
cation. In reflecting on his own career, Herrick Smith, FASLA, would likely never put himself in the same class 
with his late friend and colleague Jot Carpenter.  However, like all of teachers bestowed with the Jot D. Car-
penter Teaching Medal, Herrick Smith has passed the tests of time with flying colors, achieved the highest 
honors, and earned the lifelong respect and admiration of thousands of his former students and colleagues. It 
is no exaggeration to call Herrick Smith’s influence on the State of Florida “a lasting legacy.” 
 
Members of the Florida Chapter ASLA celebrate the outstanding life and career of Jot D. Carpenter by 
nominating our state’s most influential and loved teacher, Herrick Hayner Smith, FASLA, for the Jot D. 
Carpenter Teaching Medal.   
 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
The Florida Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects 
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