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Urban design is more than furnishing public spaces and forming streets and plazas. Urban design
involves shaping the urban environment and, in the final analysis, changing cities.
In this issue of Topos several projects from around the globe are presented which document this
change. Many harbour areas lie neglected. Here parks and promenades are rising up and upgrading neighbouring areas, such as in Belém, Sydney, Wellington, Beirut or New York. The planning concepts for Rakvere, Cairo, Bogotá or Quito show what opportunities are offered by the renewal of urban spaces. Additional investments are being encouraged everywhere – urban design
at its best.
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A hoarding in Oslo on the cover of the second
newly designed issue of Topos is a symbol for
the subject of urban design. Not because site
fences themselves represent enrichment of the
urban environment – much more fences tend
to hamper one’s view of the construction process. Only when they are removed do they reveal
if what was built behind the fence really enriches the public space and habitat of the city.
Urban design is a broad field. Topos now bears
the term next to landscape architecture in its
subtitle. Through the title we want to signal
that the topics addressed in Topos are crossdisciplinary. In many countries urban design is
still reduced to the creation of details, whereby
the emphasis is on design. In a global sense for
the past 25 years there has been a comprehensive understanding of urban design and what a
difference it makes to design the entire city
when the urban aspect is stressed. Sociological,
economic and political issues belong just as
much to the process as architectural, landscape
architectural or city planning factors.
Naturally Topos will concentrate on open
spaces and select only the best examples representing dynamically growing Asian countries,
urban change in Europe, renewal of old harbour areas in Latin America or the discovery
of pleasant city spaces in North America. The
different paces with which cities have evolved
is confounding; it helps to cast a glance at the
past. European cities have a 1,000 to 2,000

year-long history. There have been alternate
periods of stagnation, growth and decline. Today we are in a period of change, of urban renewal, which calls for different solutions than
those for growth, which is especially prevalent
in Asia at the moment. We can assume that in
the long run, urban planning will have to concentrate on the transformation of existing
structures. In so doing entire city regions must
be considered, such as seen in Bart Lootsma,
and not merely the city centre as has so often
been done in the past. Competition between
cities should lead to more qualitative instead
of quantitative urban design.
In this issue we cast a glance behind the site
fence. We illustrate a few projects which have
seen successful involvement by participants
such as Quito and Bogotá. These projects show
how important it is to qualify urban open
space in order to stimulate further investment
and give positive signals. This was also the case
in the Estonian city of Rakvere or in American
cities such as Las Vegas and Houston, where
notorious car drivers newly experience the
pleasure of strolling under shady trees on foot.
In Sydney, Belém, Wellington and New York
the waterfront has returned to the cityscape
and therefore into the urban fabric. Urban
design at its best.
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Hooftman calls for a “Change
of Scene” as a leitmotif because people are said to be
voyeurs; landscape concepts
must therefore be adapted to
please visually.
Walter J. Hood Jr. teaches at
Berkeley. He too is a designer
as well-known as he is critical,
who rejects prevalent understanding of parks as being too
static and recommends hybrid
landscapes in their place as
“Products of America’s changing social strata.”
Landscape architecture is a
huge market in the USA. The
2006 IFLA World Conference
in Minneapolis, Minnesota,
should be quite exciting, together with the ASLA, American Society of Landscape Architecture. In the midst of a
crowd of 5,000 landscape architects many conference participants should sense that
they have indeed chosen an
important profession.
The lectures from the Edinburgh conference are published at www.l-i.org.uk.
Robert Schäfer

Ian Hamilton Finlay’s garden at Little Sparta in the Scottish Pentland Hills – an ideal outing for those visiting the IFLA
Conference in Edinburgh: Landscape leading the way.
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Peter Walker is the first-ever recipient of the Sir Geoffrey Jellicoe Gold Medal awarded at the
42nd world conference of the
International Federation of
Landscape Architects, IFLA, in
Edinburgh last June. With the
medal, which is awarded under
the auspices of the UNESCO,
the IFLA honoured the lifetime achievements of the American landscape architect, his design work around the globe
and teaching activities. Walker established the publishing
house Spacemaker Press where he published books and, for
a time, the magazine Land Forum. As co-founder of the firm
Sasaki, Walker and Associates (established in 1957), Peter
Walker opened its west-coast office, which became the SWA
Group in 1975. His landscape practice Peter Walker and
Partners in Berkeley, California was set up in 1983. The design of Walker and the architect Michael Arad for the World
Trade Center Memorial competition (1st prize) in New York
in 2004 attracted much public attention. In 2004 Peter
Walker also received the ASLA Award.
Members of the jury for the Jellicoe Medal were Thorbjörn
Andersson from Sweden, Michael Spens from the UK and the
UNESCO representative Brigitte Colin from France. The winner was selected from nominations put forward by IFLA
member associations.
TOPOS TALKED TO PETER WALKER ABOUT THE
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE AWARD:
What does Jellicoe mean to you and your work?
As perhaps the most important writer in the field in the
twentieth century, and as founder of IFLA, Jellicoe has affected practitioners worldwide, including myself.
Do such awards help to promote the profession globally?
In this day of media importance, I think they do.
I guess the ASLA Award was much more important to you. Is
it because there is a longer tradition? Or is it flattering to receive the very first IFLA price?
Both awards are important to me personally, as they are expressions of my peers.
How do you feel being awarded for the life’s work? I am sure
you do have some more projects and ideas in the pipeline?
I am certainly not done yet – as an optimist, the best is
yet to come.

2nd International Architecture Biennale, Rotterdam

Where Continents meet – the XXII UIA World Congress

The XXII UIA World Congress of Architecture was held in Istanbul from

Approaching from the sea, the
topographically trained eye is
greeted by the most impressive
aspect of Istanbul. While on
the left the gardens of the Blue
Mosque, the Hagia Sofia and
Topkapi Palace cascade down
the rough rocks into the blue
sea, the new part of the city
centre sits enthroned in the
foreground, offering buildings
as manifestations of all conceivable crimes against good
taste, built-up to the Golden
Horn. The majestic Bosporus
Bridge draws the view to the
prefabs and an endless suburban backdrop on the Arab
side. What a place for the XXII
UIA World Congress of Architecture, what a chance to learn
and debate about solutions
that (landscape) architecture
and urban planning have to
offer to provide people with
an environment suited to their
individual needs. In hundreds
of discussion forums, workshops and exhibitions, the
motto of the congress “The
Great Bazaar of Architecture”
was filled with life – design solutions for urban areas in Peru
discussed as heatedly as highrise development in China.
Fortunately, the strict segregation of the professions of architects, landscape architects
and interior designers, as
practiced in Germany for example, played no role in the
development of the best design concepts. Thousands of

students contributed their untainted visions of a better,
planned world to the congress,
the exhibitions all presented a
holistic view of the designed
environment. And so to the
issue of “star architects”: the
organisers, had placed much
hope on big names following
the bad turnout at the Berlin
Congress in 2002, and judging
by the number of participants
one might think that they had
backed the right horse. It is,
however, a subject for debate,
whether a connection can be
drawn here – a tightly-packed
audience in overcrowded halls
should not disguise the fact
that often the more interesting
discussions took place among
the 15 participants of the simultaneously-held workshops. Peter Eisenman, at a
dinner for sponsors, declared
the demise of the “star architect,” and on the following
day, in front of thousands of
enthusiastic listeners, delivered his truly visionary lecture
on his view of the future role
of architecture – not merely to
create landmarks in the world,
but also to respond to the human need for housing in unison with the natural environment. It was the wide range of
congress formats, from large
events to personal conversations that conveyed the diversity of the work of architects
and planners successfully.
Arno S. Schmid

3 – 7 July. Before the backdrop of
the River Bosporus, delegates discussed solutions for individual living
space under the motto “The Great
Bazaar of Architecture.”

Perhaps it is his reputation as a visionary landscape architect
that led the Foundation of the Architecture Biennale Rotterdam
to invite Adriaan Geuze to curate the second Biennale, perhaps it
was serendipity that a few months after launching the title and
the preliminary programme of the Biennale – “The Flood” – a
tsunami struck islands and mainland shores on both sides of the
Indian Ocean, making the exhibitions, publications, projects and
lectures immediately and dramatically relevant.
The complex relationship between man and water and the way it
is expressed in our physical environment, and the way water
management influences urban and landscape planning and design were illustrated and debated. A comprehensive and international collection of responses was presented and conceptualised
in five categories: “Water Cities,” “Mare Nostrum,” “Polders,”
“Three Bays” and “Flows,” giving an overview of historic
schemes, contemporary layouts and future proposals for waterrelated urban and rural development. Geuze’s message was clear:
if we can draw on so many functional precedents in which surface water is so beautifully integrated into towns and landscape,
then why do we now fail to produce the 21st century follow-up

Eric Luiten

cities and towns,” “Rural
growth and decline” and
“Quality, aesthetics and economics.”
Although London was chosen
as the city to host the 2012
Olympic Games after the IFLA
Conference, Hal Moggridge
mentioned in his lecture “Sky
Space” that the city’s parks
were the strongest of twenty
reasons for favouring London.
The landscape architecture office of Colvin and Moggridge
compiled the report entitled
“Sky Space around London’s
Inner Parks” which was
awarded a European Nostra
Medal in 2003. This year the
firm was commissioned to
designate zones in Edinburgh
where skyscrapers could be
built without interfering with
the city’s unique skyline.
Eelco Hooftman has been
teaching at the Edinburgh
School of Art since 1990 and is
cofounder of the office Gross
Max. The Dutchman likes to
poke fun at the conservative
landscape establishment in
England and Scotland.

Robert Schäfer

CHSLA – the Chinese Society
of Landscape Architecture,
founded in 1989 in Hangzhou,
is now represented in the IFLA
as well. With India already
having become a member last
year, two national associations
find each other under the roof
of the IFLA again.
In these heavily populated
countries landscape is quickly
becoming a topic of development, true to the theme of the
Edinburgh conference held
from 26 – 29 June: Landscape
leading the way.
Kathryn Moore, president of
the host, the Landscape Institute, emphasized that “landscape architects are recognised
as being the best equipped
when total design is concerned.” Knowledge, however,
does not fall from the sky and
an international conference
such as this one offers the opportunity to learn from colleagues from many different
countries. Here more than 60
lectures were held about topics which included “Urban
growth and decline,” “Safer

Sir Geoffrey Jellicoe Gold
Medal to Peter Walker

Gabriele Schindler

42nd IFLA World Conference in Edinburgh

“The Flood” was the theme of the 2nd International Architecture Biennale
held in Rotterdam from 26 May – 26 June. The photo shows an urbanisation
strategy for the Biesbosch region (Netherlands), proposed by Michel Desvigne.

to that tradition? How can we achieve a synergy between civil
engineering, architecture, public administration, private initiative and cultural awareness? The Biennale was an intensive quest
for new ideas for hydrological design solutions that, for countries like the Netherlands, continue to have a major impact on
land development.
The decision to concentrate on models rather than drawings and
graphics led to a memorable exhibition, accessible to both pro-
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New Piers in
Hudson River Park,
New York
The West Side of Manhattan along the Hudson from Battery Park City to 59th
Street is being revitalized in stages. Each segment of the Hudson River Park seeks
to provide adequate open space for its bordering neighborhood, highlighting
everything from New York’s maritime history to its natural habitat.

